
REGULAR MEETING 
 

LOUDON CITY COUNCIL 
May 26, 2020 

 
The regular meeting of the Loudon City Council was held on Tuesday, May 26, 2020 in 
the meeting room at Loudon Municipal Building located at 2480 Highway 72 N.  Those 
present were Mayor Jeff Harris and Council Members: Tammi Bivens, Tim Brewster, Tim 
Dixon, and Johnny James.  Others present were City Manager Ty Ross, Attorney Kris Frye 
(videoconference), Chairman Don P. Campbell, City Recorder Nicole Curtis, Jaison 
Brown, and Secretary Meghan Hull.  The press was represented by Parker Wright with the 
Loudon County News Herald.  Chip Lynn video recorded the meeting for 
redskinradio.com.  Also present or attending by videoconference were approximately thirty 
(30) people.   
Mayor Harris called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  Harris read a statement defining the 
meeting being held by videoconference pursuant to Executive Order No. 16 to protect the 
safety and health of the residents of the City of Loudon from the coronavirus outbreak. 
Mayor Harris asked Pastor Carl Jenkins of Loudon Free Will Baptist Church, to hold the 
invocation and United States Army Veteran Eddie McAllister to lead the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 
Mayor Harris requested a roll call of attendance.  Mayor Harris and Councilmembers 
Dixon, Bivens, Brewster, and James were in attendance with Attorney Frye available by 
videoconference. 
Mayor Harris welcomed everyone and explained the format of the meeting.  Harris then 
asked for official approval of the written agenda.  A motion was made by 
Councilmember Bivens, seconded by Councilmember Dixon and unanimously agreed 
to adopt the written agenda. 
Mayor Harris said that one (1) person had signed up to speak for citizen input. 
Mr. Rodney Grugin, Loudon County Chamber of Commerce President, spoke to Council 
addressing the Chamber’s mission, economic growth of the community, providing 
affordable housing opportunities, and sustainable jobs in the work force.  Grugin requested 
that Council consider decisions that are best for the majority of the citizens in a non-biased 
manner. 
Mayor Harris stated that all videoconference attendees were unmuted at that time and 
anyone wishing to address Council could state their intent.  There was no response. 
Mayor Harris asked if councilmembers had a chance to review the minutes of the regular 
meeting held on April 27, 2020.  Harris stated that he erroneously declared an ordinance 
“failed” for lack of second when he should have declared it “tabled” for lack of second.  A 
motion was made by Councilmember James, seconded by Councilmember Dixon and 
unanimously passed to approve as corrected, the minutes of the regular meeting held 
on April 27, 2020. 
Council considered the administrative approval of the purchase of gasoline ($1.1538 per 
gallon) and diesel fuel ($1.0118 per gallon) on May 20, 2020 from Petroleum Traders 



Corporation.  A motion was made by Councilmember Dixon, seconded by 
Councilmember Bivens and unanimously passed to administratively approve the 
purchases from Petroleum Traders Corporation of gasoline ($1.1538 per gallon) and 
diesel fuel ($1.0118 per gallon) on May 20, 2020. 
Mayor Harris stated that the property owner for the Cedar Park Drive rezoning request has 
asked for the matter to remain tabled through June.  A motion was made by Councilmember 
Bivens, seconded by Councilmember Brewster and unanimously agreed to table the 
following ordinance:   

AMENDING THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF LOUDON, TENNESSEE, 
PURSUANT TO §13-7-203 AND §13-7-204 OF THE TENNESSEE CODE 

ANNOTATED, TO REZONE PROPERTY LOCATED AT CEDAR PARK DRIVE,  
TAX MAP 040, PARCEL 088.00, AND A PORTION OF PARCEL 085.01,  

A TOTAL OF APPROXIMATELY 21.5± ACRES  
FROM C-4 (INTERCHANGE COMMERCIAL DISTRICT)  

TO R-3 (URBAN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT) 
Councilmember Brewster said that his main concerns were additional traffic in the area 
and said that the developer should be required to conduct a traffic study.  Councilmember 
Bivens stated that she had asked the developer to speak to council in more detail on the 
development plans.  Councilmember Dixon said that the city should not pay for a traffic 
study at that area.  Councilmember James shared concerns with single egress and proper 
fire protection.  Mayor Harris asked for the topic to be on the June workshop agenda. 
Council next considered the budget ordinance for fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020.   
Manager Ross gave a brief summary of the basically static budget.  Ross outlined the 
additions to the health care funding and paving projects.  Councilmember Dixon inquired 
on fire and police income enhancements.  Councilmember Brewster asked about police 
computer costs.  Ross said that more information would be received from the police chief.  
A motion was made by Councilmember Bivens, seconded by Councilmember James that 
the following ordinance be passed on first reading: 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LOUDON, TENNESSEE  
ADOPTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING 

JULY 1, 2020 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2021 
Upon a roll call vote, the AYES were: Bivens, James, Brewster, Dixon, and Harris.  There 
were no NAY votes.  Mayor Harris declared the ordinance passed on first reading. 
Mayor Harris presented an ordinance for first reading to set the tax rate for the 2020 tax 
year at $1.2367.  A motion was made by Councilmember Dixon, seconded by 
Councilmember James that the following ordinance be passed on first reading:  

SETTING THE TAX RATE FOR TAX YEAR 2020 
Upon a roll call vote, the AYES were: Dixon, James, Bivens, Brewster, and Harris.  There 
were no NAY votes.  Mayor Harris declared the ordinance passed on first reading. 
Mayor Harris introduced an ordinance for first reading to better clarify requirements on 
refuse and trash disposal for collection.  A motion was made by Councilmember James, 



seconded by Councilmember Brewster that the following ordinance be passed on first 
reading: 

AMENDING THE LOUDON MUNICIPAL CODE 
TITLE 17 CHAPTER 1 REGARDING REFUSE AND TRASH DISPOSAL 

Upon a roll call vote, the AYES were: James, Brewster, Bivens, Dixon, and Harris.  There 
were no NAY votes.  Mayor Harris declared the ordinance passed on first reading. 
Mayor Harris presented a resolution to acknowledge the TCRS rates effective July 1, 2020.  
Manager Ross explained the actuarial rate provided by TCRS was now dated due to the 
pandemic and recommended the rate be maintained at the current level of funding.  A 
motion was made by Councilmember Bivens, seconded by Councilmember Brewster that 
the following resolution be passed: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-18 
ACKNOWLEDGING THE  

TENNESSEE CONSOLIDATED RETIREMENT SYSTEM RATE  
EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2020 

Upon a vote, the resolution unanimously passed. 
Mayor Harris introduced a resolution for the formation of a benefit advisory committee.  
The intent of the committee is to determine best practices for the provision of excellent 
medical benefits for eligible employees and family members which can help sustain the 
fund balance of the jointly funded medical benefit plan.  A motion was made by 
Councilmember Bivens, seconded by Councilmember James that the following resolution 
be passed: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-19 
A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A BENEFIT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Upon a vote, the resolution passed unanimously.  
Mayor Harris appointed Mr. Michael Grady to the Recreation Advisory Committee and 
Ms. Tressea Webb to the Loudon Regional Planning Commission.  Harris then stated that 
he wished to appoint the eight (8) people that had volunteered to serve on the newly 
established Benefit Advisory Committee.  It was agreed that each individual would be 
voted on separately.  The following seven (7) were appointed by unanimous vote: Tim 
Dixon, Gene Farmer, Bill Geames, James Webb, Clay Townson, Aubrey Cagle, and Jim 
Thomason.   
Police Chief Webb introduced the most recent part-time police officer Chase Lane to 
Council.  Webb stated that with the recent local positive COVID-19 results two (2) full-
time officers were in self quarantine due to family exposure.  Webb reported that the turkey 
vultures are not in full attendance at this time. 
Fire Chief Brubaker stated that there are currently about fifty (50) open building permits. 
Recreation Director Harrell explained the progressive use of park facilities.  Harrell said 
that the tennis courts are available by resident picking up a key and returning it to the office; 
restrooms are being disinfected with bleach; playgrounds may not be able to be used for 



the rest of the year; Fourth of July fireworks only; amphitheater may host graduate 
celebration, walking trails are open; food trucks may start in June. 
Councilmember Bivens stated that the next Loudon County Solid Waste Disposal 
Commission meeting continues to be uncertain due to the pandemic. 
Councilmember James reported the Courthouse Square Revitalization Committee has 
approved an amount not to exceed $25,000 for a roof on the Dunbar Rosenwald School. 
Mayor Harris expressed congratulations to Mr. Charles Best having been employed with 
the City of Loudon for thirty-eight (38) years.  Harris also congratulated long-time LUB 
employees Mr. Kent Everett (38 years) and Mr. Bryan Curtis (26 years). 
Councilmember James inquired as to the Highland Avenue paving project ending at the 
water tower instead of paving the entire roadway.  Public Works Director Scruggs said that 
there will be a proposal to consider for the extension of the paving project. 
Councilmember Brewster stated that the city needs to have a planner separate from the 
county offices.  Mayor Harris said that further communication on this matter is expected 
to be received from Loudon County and could be discussed at the next workshop meeting. 
Mayor Harris scheduled Public Hearings for June 22, 2020 as follows: 

6:15 PM An Ordinance of the City of Loudon, Tennessee Adopting the 
Annual Budget for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2020 and 
Ending June 30, 2021 

6:20 PM Setting the Tax Rate for Tax Year 2020 
6:25 PM Amending the Loudon Municipal Code Title 17 Chapter 1 

Regarding Refuse and Trash Disposal 
Councilmember Dixon made a motion to adjourn, Councilmember James seconded the 
motion.  There being nothing further, Mayor Harris adjourned the meeting at 7:54 p.m. 
 
 
________________________________  ______________________________ 
Recorder      Mayor 


